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BEFORE THE TEACHER STA.1~DARDS AND PRACTICES COM USSION 

OF Tfl ESTATE OF OR ECO 

Jn the Matter of the 
Educator License of 
JOSEPH R. KU ES 

) 
) 
) 
) 

STIPUL\110 OF FACI'S AND 
FI AL ORDER OF 
P BLIC REPRIMAND AND 
PROBATIO 

On August 29, 2023 the Teacher Slandards and Practices Commission 

(Com mi ' ion) received a School District ifisconduct Report from the Salern-Kei7.cr 

School Dislrict (SKSD). The report alleged possible profcl·sional misconduct on the part 

of1iccnse<l educator, Joseph R. Kunes (Kuncs). 

After review of Lbe matters alleged, Kunes and the Commission agree that their 

respective intcrcsls. together \,ith lhe public interest, are best served by a stipulation to 

certain facts and the imposition of a Public Reprimand and Probation. 

This Order sets forth the facts upon wltich the parties have agreed and the 

sanction to be imposed. It stipulates that th re arc ufficient fact,; contained in the 

Commission's files and records to support the findings of fact and conclusions of law set 

forth below. In entering into this stipulation, Kunc.'i wai\'es the right to a hearing to 

contest the fi n<lings of fact, conclusions of law and order set forth below. 

By siguing below, Kunes acknowledges, understands, stipulales and agrees to the 

follo";ng: (i) he has been fully advised of his rights to notic • and a hearing to contest the 

finding of fact, conclusions oflaw, and order et forth hclnw. and fully and finally 

wai\·es all such rights and any righls to appeal or otherwise challenge this Stipulation of 

Facts and Final Order of Public Reprimand (Stipulation and Final Order); (ii) this 

Stipulation and Final Order is a public document and disclosed to the public upon 

request by the Commission; (iii) this Stipulation and Final Order is contingent upon and 

subject to apprornl and adoption by the Commission. If Lhe Commission docs not 

approve and adopt this Stipulation and Final Order, then neitl1er Klmcs nor the 

Commission are bound by the terms herein; (iv) he has fully read this Stipulation and 

Final Order, and understands it completely; (v) he voluntarily, without any force or 

durc..-;s, enters into this Stipulation and Final Order and consents lo issuance and entry of 

the Stipulated Final Order below; (,i) he ~tales that no promise or representation has 

been made to induce him lo sign this Stipulation aud Final Ordt!r; and (vii) he has 

consulted ,,ith an attorney regarding this Stipulation and Final Ord~r and has been fully 

ad,·iscd, ith regard to his rights thereto or waives any and all rights lo consult with an 
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1 attorney prior to entering into this Stipulation and Final Order and issuance and entry of 

2 the Stipulated Final Order bdow. 

3 

4 STIPULATION OF FACTS 

5 1. The Commission has licensed Kunes since January 19, 2022. Kunes holds a 

6 Reciprocal Teaching License, with endorsements in Special Education: Generalist 

7 (PK-12), which was Yalid from ,June 24, 2022 and expired on June 24, 2023. 

8 During all rclc\·ant times, Kuncs was employed by the Salem-Keizer &hoo} 

9 District (SKSD). 

10 

11 2. On August 29, 2023, the Prevention and Protection Specialist for the SKSD, 

12 Debbie Joa, (Joa) filed a scl1001 district misconduct report \,ith TSPC. The 

13 mfaconduct report alleged that on or about February 1, 2023, Kunes and another 

14 SKSD staff member physically moved a dysregulatcd student (student A) from a 

15 classroom to a ''de-escalation" room. It was alleged that Kunes and the staff 

16 member moved U1e student by "dragging" him by his arms and legs. During the 

17 incident, it was alleged that the sludenfs pants and underwear were accidentally 

18 pulled down as he was pulled across the floor during the escort. 

19 

20 3. According to SKSD documents and a TSPC investigation into this matter, the 

21 following was substantiated in relation to the above-listed allegations: 

22 

23 

24 

25 

26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

• Kunes was working as a Special Education teacher at the SKSD at Crossler 

Middle School in Salem, Oreion. 

• On or about February 1, 2023, a 13-year-old dysregulatcd student, {student A) 

was truggling "'ith behavioral issues in Kuncs· classroom. 

• According to district documenlo;, student A was disrupting class with 

inappropriate language an<l was pinching students and staff. 

• Kunes attempted lo de-escalate student A hut was unsuccessful. 

• Kunes asked student A lo learn the classroom and student A walked over to 

Kunes' desk and started ripping up important paperwork. 

• Student A Lhen dropped to the floor, and when staff responded to assist him 

off the floor, he attempted to strike Kunes in the genitals. 

• Kuncs directed student A to stop, hut student A continued to escalate. 
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1 • Kunes and a para-educator decided to mm·e student A to the de-c~caJation 

2 room. 

3 • Staff \,itncsses report thal Kunes and the para-educator mO\ed student A to 

4 the de-escalation room. The para-educa tor had hold of student A's upper 

5 hotly and was pulling him across the 0oor lo get to the <lc-e calation room. 

6 Student A was kicking out an<l Kunes took hold of student 's feet to prevent 

7 him from kicking staff or hmting him elf during 1.he escort, supporting 

8 student A' legs as he was escorted to U1e de-escalation room. 

9 • It was reported by \\itncsses that student A' pants and underwear slipped 

10 down his body during the lllO\"C to the de-escalation room. 

11 • Kunes reported to the SKSD during the di ·trict inYesli?,alion that student A's 

12 pants had caught on an anti-slip mal near the door ufhis classroom which 

13 cau ed his pants lo accidcntall) be pulled <lU\Vll. Kuncs reported that as soon 

14 ash noticed this, he stopped the c.c;corl and immediately pulled student A's 

15 pants back up. 

16 • The SKSD issued Kunes a Letter of Directh·c for this incident, and Kw1es 

17 resigned his position \'.ith the district at the end of the 2022-23 school year. 

18 

19 

20 

21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

27 

28 

29 

Cristina Edgar, Profe • n Prc1clices Director 
Teacher Standards and Practices Commjssion 

30 CONCLUSION OF IA W 

31 The conduct described in sections two (2), and three (3) above constitutes gross 

32 neglect of duly in violation of ORS 34:.?.175(1)(b); OAR 584-020-0040(4)(n) as it 

33 incorporates OAR 584-020-0010(5) (Use professional judgment), OAR 584-020-
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1 0020( 2 )( <l) (Skill in the supe.t'\ ision of students), OAR 584-020-0025( 2 )( e) (Using district 

2 lawful and reasonable rules and r gulations), and 584-020-0040(4)(d)( nrcasonable 

3 physical force against students, fellow employees, or ,isitors lo the school except as 

4 permilled und r ORS 339.250). 

5 

6 ORDER 

7 The Commission adopts and incorporates h rPin Llie aboYe findings of fact and 

8 conclusions of law, and based ther on, imposes a Puhlic Reprimand and two (2) years 

9 probation. Additionally, the Commi. sion ,,ill require that Kun • complete a certified 

10 restraint and seclusion course "'ithin the first year of probation. The period of probation will 

11 become cffecth'e on the date of adoption of this stipulated order. The period of probation is 

12 subject to the follo\\ing con<litious: 

13 1. Complete a certified restraint and seclusion (Mandt or similar) training program 

14 ,,ithin the first year of probation. 

15 2. Kunes shall comply ,vith the Standards for ompetent and Ethical Performance 

16 of Orc~on Educators under Or gon Admiui.strath· Rules Chapter 584, Division 

17 020. 

18 

19 f ssued and dated this J {p day of.June, 2025. 

20 TEACHER STANDARDS AND PRACTICES COMMISSION 

21 STATE OF OREGON 

22 

23 Bv 

24 
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